
PCR An gen

PCR is the most commonly used technique for 
detec ng the presence of SARS-CoV-2. PCR is the 
gold standard of COVID-19 tests. This test is 
highly accurate and reduces the chance of 
receiving a false-posi ve or false-nega ve result. 

The less sensi ve an gen test could poten ally 
show false nega ve or false posi ve test results 
and pa ents may need addi onal confirmatory 
tes ng.

Used best:
 Recommended for diagnos c tes ng of 

vaccinated, asymptoma c individuals 
following recent known or suspected 
exposure to SARS-CoV-2

 Tes ng anyone with symptoms 
consistent with COVID-19

Used best: 
 In symptoma c people and within a 

certain number of days since symptom 
onset

 An gen tests also may be informa ve in 
diagnos c tes ng situa ons in which the 
person has a known exposure to a person
with COVID-19

May be best if you:
 Require highly sensi ve results
 O en used as diagnos c tes ng
 Does not require confirmatory

May be best if you:
 Prefer rapid (<30 min) results that may 

require a confirmatory PCR test 
 Can be used as pre-entry tes ng into 

congregate se ngs
 Can be used as response tes ng in an 

outbreak
 Can be used for screening test performed

twice weekly


